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Sisters of Notre Dame:
Working to End Human Trafficking
	 The Sisters of Notre Dame have joined 
the rank of religious communities who are 
waging a campaign to end the buying and 
selling of human beings.  Human trafficking 
is the fastest growing crime in the world and 
second only to illegal arms dealing in profit 
making.  Because this crime completely dis-
regards the dignity and basic rights of the 
human being it must be stopped.
	 In June of last year, Sisters Barbara 
Daugherty and Laura Wingert were asked 
to attend a weekend conference at the SND 
Provincial Center in Covington, Kentucky.  
The sisters were studying human trafficking 
and were curious as to what it was all about. 
“We wanted to join our Covington sisters in 
the effort. Our  hearts were deeply moved to 
do something for these victims,” commented 
Sister Laura.
 	 Thus began a year of study, attend-
ing conferences and hosting presentations 

to educate themselves and other sisters. A 
committee of sisters was formed and a col-
laboration of other sisters in Cleveland de-
veloped, to study the program more closely. 
A resource center was also set up in the 
library at the SND Education Center. “We 
ended the year with our Province taking a 
corporate stance against human traffick-
ing,” said Sr. Barbara Daugherty. The SND 
corporate stance reads:

	 We, the Sisters of Notre Dame of the 
Chardon Province, respecting the inherent 
dignity of each person, corporately stand 
in support of human rights by explicitly 
opposing the trafficking of women, chil-
dren and men for the purposes of sexual 
exploitation and forced labor. We will 
make every effort to assist victims of traf-
ficking and to end human trafficking in 
our world.

For more information simply 
Google human trafficking or visit 
our website at sndchardon.org. 

Starting in the 2007-2008 school year,  the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades at St. Thomas Aquinas School have 
been divided by gender. This decision followed a year of research, surveys, and many conversations. Research 
has shown that single gender classes have a positive effect on students, especially young women.

	 Above the east entrance of St. Thomas 
Aquinas School, located in the inner-city 
of Cleveland, you will see the word  “Girls” 
carved in the marble lentil while the word 
“Boys” is above the west entrance. Had you 
visited the school back in the 30’s, you would 
have seen the girls on one playground and 
the boys on another. Today, though there’s 
only one playground, a visitor to St. Thomas 
Aquinas would find Middle School girls in 
one room and boys in another. 
	 Women in their adolescent years need to 
feel safe in their classrooms; safe to speak 
their opinions, safe to risk being “the smart 
one,” safe to show leadership and initiative. A 
split gender environment provides that safe-
ty. Students are able to demonstrate more 
confidence  in themselves and concentration 
on their class work. Brianne Gardner, a 2009 
graduate of St. Thomas Aquinas, said, “Not 
having the boys in our classes made us pull 
together as girls. We still argue sometimes, 

but there’s no doubt we’re there for each oth-
er, and that wasn’t the case when we were in 
classes with the guys.”
	 Since starting the split gender classes at 
St. Thomas Aquinas, academic achievement 
for both the boys and the girls has gone up 
an average of one letter grade in both Math 
and English, while the discipline referrals 
have decreased by about 30 percent. Maggie 
Schumacher, Middle School English teacher, 
says, “Split gender classrooms provide me 
with a unique opportunity to facilitate person-
al growth and positive attitudes among these 
young women. I see them gaining respect 
for one another, building self confidence and 
trust, and establishing a nurturing and safe 
environment within the classroom.” 
	 Our goal in the upcoming school year is to 
continue researching the unique ways girls 
and boys learn and to adapt our teaching 
styles to best meet their needs.
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